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ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — CLOSURE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.54 pm]: Tomorrow a motion will be moved during  
non-government business to which it is my intention, hopefully, to contribute. Given the limited time available in 
that debate, I thought it would be pertinent to read in tonight a media release from the Kimberley Land Council 
that touches on the very substance of that debate tomorrow. 

Hon Ken Travers: You can’t foreshadow a debate, and you can’t quote from it. You can’t read it in either. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: I will quote from a media release. I am listening. Is there debate going on up in the 
chair there? 

The PRESIDENT: Carry on, Hon Robin Chapple. There are some references in this chamber to anticipating 
debate, but this is the time for members’ statements, which are very broad. I will therefore allow you to continue, 
until I make up my mind differently. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: There has been recently a media release from the Kimberley Land Council. 

Hon Peter Katsambanis: Without anticipating the debate tomorrow! 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Without anticipating the debate tomorrow. I thank the honourable member opposite! 

Hon Ken Travers: You can talk about whatever issue you like; you just can’t anticipate! 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: I would love to have a go about the ABC cuts as well, but I do not have the time. The 
media release from the Kimberley Land Council headed “Barnett turns his back on Aboriginal people” states — 

The Barnett Government’s plan to shut down Aboriginal communities is discriminatory and unjust, says 
KLC Chairman Anthony Watson. 

Closing up to 150 remote communities and forcing people to move into towns will not solve any 
problems, he said, but make them worse. 

“If the WA State Government cannot continue to service remote communities, how is it going to cope 
with the extra service demands put on towns because of an increased population?” Mr Watson said. 

“Colin Barnett has turned his back on Aboriginal people. His solution is to give up and do nothing at 
all. To say there is no answer; is not good enough. There is always an answer. 

“It is the mandate of the government to look after its constituents. How is it possible that the 
government can choose to abandon a number of its people and pretend they don’t exist and expect to 
get away with it? 

“Aboriginal people do exist and we invite the Premier to come and meet with us in the Kimberley so we 
can show him the disastrous affects closing Indigenous communities will have. 

“There is a solution. Mr Barnett just needs to come to the table and work with us to find one.” 

Mr Watson said the State Government had made its position on Indigenous issues clear, with this new 
attack the latest in a long list of negative actions. 

“The State Government has made it clear to us that they are prepared to do whatever they can to 
undermine the rights of Aboriginal people in Western Australia,” he said. 

“This latest plan joins a long list of recent attacks on Aboriginal people including: Mr Barnett’s refusal 
to recognise Indigenous people in the Constitution; changes to the WA Aboriginal Heritage Act that 
disregard Aboriginal heritage; failure to act on the suicide epidemic in the Kimberley; and numerous 
attempts to undermine native title by using it as a bargaining chip for services.” 

Mr Watson said shutting down Indigenous communities would undermine all the work that is being 
done to create jobs and generate an income stream in remote communities. 

“There’s a lot of work that is being done to capitalise on the enormous economic opportunities that are 
unfolding in our region and to create cultural enterprises that use traditional knowledge to stimulate 
economic activities,” he said. 

Hon Jim Chown: James Price Point was one of those activities which your people stopped. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: What was that? I love the interjection—please. 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Thank you, Mr President. That is all I have. 

House adjourned at 9.58 pm 
__________  
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